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Nasat Reeron, (continued.)— Practical 
Remarks.—The inferior and middle meatuses 
are the only ones whose capacities will admit 
of instruments, the superior being only a nar- 
row fissure, a1.1 situated almost at the summit 
of the outer wall. The longitudinal and ver- 
tical extent of these passages diminish from 
below upward, the inferior being the greatest, 
the middle next, and the inferior the least. 

To traverse the inferior meatus it is only 
necessary, after entering the anterior nares, to 
elevate the hand so as to depress the instru- 
ment in order to reach its floor, (the entrance 
being somewhat above its level,) and then to 
dirett it directly backward. The middle mea- 
tus is placed between the inferior and middle 
turbinated bones, and, to gain access to it, the 


operator must get above the former, the ante- | 


rior end of which is on a level with the upper 
part of the anterior naris. Therefore, after 
entering this last opening, the instrument 
would have to be directed upward toward 
the nasal bones first, and subsequently the 
hand elevated so as to direct it in the longitu- 
dinal axis of the passage, in which case it 
would not not only press against but elevate 
somewhat the cartilaginous naris. 

If the cartilaginous walls of the nose be di- 
lated by os eae of a forceps introduced into 





the naris, and a good sunlight be allowed to 
fall into these cavities, a very extended and 
satisfactory view of their interior may be ob- 
tained. 

Communicating with the meatuses are seve- 
ral accessory cavities. Into the upper empty 
the sphenoidal and posterior division of the 
ethmoidal cells; into the middle, the frontal, 
anterior groups of the ethmoidal cells and the 
maxillary sinuses; and into the lower the tear 
ducts. Intoall these complex recesses the nasal 
mucous membrane is prolonged. 


The annexed figure represents a section passing on one side 
of the nasal septum, and exposing the outer wall of the fossa, 
with its three turbinated scrolls of bone, and the dark spaces 
between representing the three meatuses, The dark surface 
behind the upper spongy bone represents the sphenoidal cells, 
and those above the root of the nose, the frontal sinuses. ; 


The mucous membrane lining these collate- 
ral chambers is surmounted by a ciliated epi- 
thelium, and is of a much higher color than in 
the nasal fossa. 

Frontal Sinuses.—These chambers do not 
exist at birth, but begin to appear before the 
second year of childhood, a _— they 





220 


continue to enlarge until the latest period of 
life. A partition generally divides them into 
two unequal groups. Externally they may 
extend as far out as the external angular pro- 
cesses of the frontal bone. The degree of 
prominence of that part of the bone just above 
the root of the nose, will pretty accurately ex- 
press their development. Their anterior and 
posterior walls are formed by the external and 
internal tables of the frontal bone, and these 
cavities seem to be enormously expanded di- 
ploic cells. Though these air chambers are 
confined to the bones of the head in mammals, 
being filled either from the nasal or pharyn- 
_geal cavities, yet in birds we see analagous 
chambers in the long bones, which are filled 
with air from extensions of the lungs into the 
communicating pneumatic foraminz. These 
air canals in the little humming bird pene- 
trate every bone of their skeleton, even the 
small phalanges. 

In certain immense sloths, now extinct, the 
entire cranium consists of two bony strata, 
supported by some intermediate columns, the 
whole being an extended air chamber. As 
such were leaf-devouring animals, this mechani- 
cal arrangement was well calculated to defend 
the brain from the falling boughs. A some- 
what similar formation exisis in the cranium 
of the elephant. In anima‘s, as the ram, gi- 
raffe, &c., capable of dealing formidable blows 
with the head and horns, these latter organs 
are supported upon tables similarly arranged, 
without which such terrible strokes as they 
sometimes deliver would be almost sufficient 
to dash out their brains. 

The most prominent part of the anterior 
wall of these sinuses is the nasal tuberosity, 
situated immediately above the root of the 
nose. It is covered by integuments, nasal ex- 
tensions of the occipito-frontal muscles (pyra- 
midales nasi) and periosteum. Both the skin 
and muscles are quite loosely attached to the 
subjacent parts. 

Arteries.—The frontal and ethmoidal sinu- 
ses are supplied from the ethmoidal branches 
of the ophthalmic; the integuments, from the 
frontal arteries, branches.of the ophthalmic, 
which pass upward, one on either side of the 
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median line, communicating freely with each 
other. 

Nerves.—The frontal nerves, twigs from the 
fifth pair, accompany and have a similar dis. 
tribution with the arteries. 

Practical Observations.—The eontinuity of 
the nasal, frontal and ethmoidal mucous mem. 
brane, admit of a wide extension of disease, 
The very common feeling of stricture across 
the lower part of the forehead, accompanying 
attacks of influenza, is to be explained in this 
way. This symptom, as a result of chronic 
catarrhal inflammation of the nose, augurs 
always great obstinacy in the disease. There 
are some very singular affections of this mem- 
brane, characterized by periodicity, an exam- 
ple of which came under my care the present 
year, in the case of a young man who, for seve- 
ral years, had been seized with a severe nasal 
catarrh invariably on the 20th of July, and 
lasting until the 1st of September. 

The extended and complex arrangement of 
the mucous membrane demonstrates the folly 
of employing washes or unguents in diseases 
(such as ozeena, for instance) which may have 
penetrated these distant labyrinths. Morbid 
growths, which form within the frontal cavi- 
ties, may appear in the nasal fosse, or they 
may develop externally, by carrying before 
them the anterior wall of the sinus, so as to 
form a tumor over the forehead. The integu- 
ment, after an injury received over this por- 
tion of the bone, may become emphysematous. 
Such a condition will indicate fracture of the 
walls of the sinus and laceration of the lining 
membrane—the air reaching these chambers 
from the nose, and escaping into the soft parts 
through the fissure. The space between the 
two walls of the sinuses will admit of a great 
depression of the external table without the 
occurrence of cerebral compression. The want 
of parallelism between these two tables require 
that when a trephine is to be applied over this 
region, (which should be avoided, if possible,) 
two instruments ought to be employed, the 
smaller for the inner table. 

The mucoes lining of the sinuses is very 
light colored, and undergoes a movement in 
respiration which should be remembered in 
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injuries exposing these cells, as such appear- 
ances might be confounded with the mem- 
branes of the brain and the pulsations of the 
latter organ. The sinuses are very abundant- 
ly supplied with blood vessels, and when 
wounded, bleed profusely. The hemorrhage 
which takes place from the nose after a blow 
on the forehead may proceed from these ves- 
sels. Incisions above the root of the nose, for 
the removal of growths, should be made verti- 
cal, that they may conform to the direction of 
the subjacent muscular fibres. The mobility 
of the skin here will admit of the ready ap- 
proximation of wounds. For the same reason 
it may be readily transferred to the face, with 
aview to construct a nose, according to the 
methods of plastic surgery. The vitality of 
such a flap will be well maintained by the 
trunks of the frontal arteries. 


Extirpation of the Entire Lower Lip; of the 
Glandule Submaxillares and Sublingu- 
alis; Resection of the Rami Horizontales 
of the Lower Maxilla, for Cancer—Cheilo- 
plasty. 

By A. G. Watter, M. D., 
Of Pittsburg, Pa. 


Nicolaus Huebner, a German laborer, 63 
years of age, of good constitution, and youth- 
ful activity, entered my hospital on April 14th, 
1859, with extensive ulceration of the lower 
lip, suffering excessive pain. 

Being loathsome to himself and friends, he 
had attempted suicide, some two weeks ago, 
by jumping into the river, but was rescued. 

The history of the case is as follows: Six 
months ago a wart appeared on the left angle 
of the mouth, which soon assumed the charac- 
ter of fungous granulation, spreading over the 
whole lip, beyond and above the angles of the 
mouth, and over the chin. The remnant of 
the lip was everted, while the fungus was very 
prominent, covered with offensive bloody mat- 
ter, and excavated in the middle, leaving the 
periosteum of the alveolar process, and the in- 
cisor and canine teeth of the lower jaw ex- 
posed. There was then no enlargement of the 
mbmaxillary and sublingual glands, but great 
Pain in the diseased parts, with irritative fever. 


His constitution, otherwise excellent, began to 
feel the inroads of the cancerous infection. 
Relief was offered him by removal of the dis- 
eased mass, to which he willingly assented. 


Assisted by several medical friends, the pa- 
tient being fully etherized, the carcinomatous 
mass was extirpated, by incising first the 
angles of the mouth into the cheek, to the ex- 
tent of 1} inches, and circumscribing the 
fungus by two lateral elliptical cuts, which 
met some distance below the symphisis menti. 
The flaps of the cheek thus formed, were dis- 
sected from the lower jaw, to admit of the 
passing of a curved trocar behind the inner 
face of the maxilla, through the canula of 
which a chain saw was carried, and the sym- 
phisis menti obliquely resected on each side, 
from behind and outward, forward and in- 
ward ; 23 inches of the maxilla was thus re- 
moved. The tongue being previously secured 
by an ansa, its powerful traction was plainly 
but harmlessly felt. There was arterial bleed- 
ing from several vessels, four of which required 
ligation. The flaps of the cheek meeting 
readily, without straining, were next approxi- 
mated, and united by several strong Carlsbad 
needles and silver wire; an opening being left 
at the lower angle of the wound, for the exit 
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of the secreta. The mucous membrane of the 
mouth was united to the dermis of the new 
upper lip, as well as to the lower one. There was 
a space of about an inch between the approxi- 
mated extremities of the maxilla. 

The patient bore the operation well. Brandy 
and hot coffee restored the circulation to its 
‘legitimate standard. Great difficulty of swal- 
- lowing was present for some days after, the 
tongue having lost its attachment to the jaw. 
Phlegm, too, collecting around the pharynx, 
added greatly to his discomfort, the patient 
not being able to dislodge it by expectoration. 
Syringing the mouth at frequent intervals, 
however, with warm water, alleviated the pha- 
ryngeal distress, by washing away the glandu- 
lar secretions of the mouth. He passed a 
comfortable night under the influence of an 
opiate, and was next morning walking about 
the yard of the hospital. Being sustained by 
brandy, broths and nocturnal anodynes, his 
recovery went on uninterruptedly. The diffi- 
culty of swallowing gradually subsided, as the 
detached muscles of the tongue formed adhe- 
sions to the newly formed chin. 

In five days the wound had united by first 
intention, all pins being removed, as well as 
the ansa from the tongue, by which it was se- 
cured to the cheek; the lower angle of the 
wound still discharging some matter, and the 
secreta of the mouth. 

In thirteen days from the date of the opera- 
tion, the patient left the hospital, apparently 
in better health, and with more strength than 
when he entered. A month later, a piece of 
bone, from the resected maxilla, was exfoliated, 
the fistula below the chin having healed. 

Three months after, he presented himself 
again, in excellent health, yet complaining of 
the appearance of a hard, moveable tumor, of 
the size of a marble, under the lower jaw, in 
the mesian line, and with slight enlargement 
of both maxillary glands. The former rapidly 
increased to near the larynx, and upward, 
the superincumbent skin becoming incorpo- 
rated, assumed a ‘purplish hue, and was per- 
forated by several fistula, with soft, yellow 
fungous bottom, discharging offensive matter. 
Return of pain, too, augmented his anxiety. 





The submaxillary glands gradually enlarged, 
the tumor of the chin being the size of a hen’s 
egg. The resected ends of the maxilla had 
nearly met in the median line. His powers 
of mastication were perfect. Such being the 
condition of the patient, relief was again at. 
tempted, though the chances of success were 
rather slender. 

On July 5th, under the influence of ether, 
the lower lip was divided in the median line, 
and the diseased mass circumscribed far be- 
yond its, outlines, by two elliptical incisions, 
meeting at the pomum adami of the larynx. 
The lateral flaps of the cheek were again sepa- 
rated from the maxilla, which was divided bya 
chain saw, one inch anteriorly of the angle of 
the lower jaw, at each side. The mucous men- 
brane of the mouth next being dissected from 
the rami of the jaw, the whole mass was extir- 
pated from one side to the other, down to the 
root of the tongue and larynx, leaving the some- 
what enlarged sublingual gland intact. Both 
submaxillary glands were next removed, by 
careful dissection. The bleeding was rather ac- 
tive, several large arteries, and many smaller 
branches requiring ligation. The tongue, 
though secured by an ansa, did not retract. 
The lower lip again was closed by several 
Carlsbad sutures, and, the patient being weak, 
the extirpation of the sublingual gland, and 
the closure of the wound was deferred to the 
next day, a linseed poultice covering the 
wound. 

Brandy, broths, and hot coffee having again 
sufficiently revived the vital powers, the sublin- 
gual gland was carefully extirpated, the lingual 
artery having been tied. The large wound left in 
the neck, had to be closed by transplantation. 
By cutting from the middle of the margin of 
the wound on each side outward, and curving 
upward to about an inch anteriorly below the 
lobe of the ear, and dissecting the flaps. Sufi- 
cient cutis was obtained by elongation to close 
half of the gap of the neck, in the median line, 
by Carlsbad needles. Two similar incisions, with 
their cornua down the sides of the neck, detach- 
ed two flaps, which, on stretching, were carried 
in front and secured by sutures, thus closing 
the wound completely. The denuded portions 
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of the sides of the face and neck were left bare, 
a cataplasma covering the whole ; the chin be- 
ing approximated to the breast, and confined 
in this position. 

The patient arose from the operating table 
with no evident mark of exhaustion. Strange 
as it may appear, no untoward reaction fol- 
Jowed. An opiate procured rest at night; 
brandy and beef tea soon restored him ; ptyal- 
ism, 80 troublesome after the first operation, 
was wanting ; deglutition not being impeded, 
The wound healed rapidly by first intention, 
only a small opening remaining at the root of 
the tongue ; the side wounds of the face and 
neck closing by granulation and cicatrization. 
The patient left his bed daily, and had gained 
strength enough in three weeks to leave the 
hospital, the wounds being closed, with the 
exception of a small opening below the tongue 
Remarkably displayed, in this instance, was 
the rapidity of plastic adhesion. The patient 
presented himself frequently, is still well, and 
entertains strong hopes of having conquered 
his enemy. The deformity of the face, as 


seen by the accompanying sketch, is trifling, 
aud the power of deglutition and specch un- 
impaired, the loss of the submaxillary and 
sublingual glands not being felt. 
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There being no part of the human body 
which bears the inroads of bold surgery with 
greater, or even equal impunity, than the face, 
an instructive lesson is thus given to the sur- 
geon, encouraging him to extend his incisions 
still further beyond the diseased tissues than 
is usual, for experience has amply proved that 
the return of cancerous diseases, and all those 
of a malignant character, stands in direct pro- 
portion, not only to the delay of the opera- 
tion, but more frequently to the parsimonious- 
ness with which contiguous structures are 
saved, for fear of exteusive mutilation, In 
case of cancer of the foot, it not being prudent 
and safe to amputate the leg, but the femur; 
so in operations on the face for malignant dis- 
eases, the incisions, excisions and resections 
must reach fur, fur beyond the diseased out- 
lines. 

How long the patient may remain free from 
a return of his disease is doubtful; still there 
is hope that success may remain perfect, as 
nearly five months have elapsed since the 
second operation. But even if failure, at a 
future day should mar the pleasure of our 
efforts at relief, the interest in the progress of 
the present case is not lessened in the least, 
as the power of endurance and recuperation of 
the system, far exceeding what reasonably 
could have been expected in a patient so ad- 
vanced in years, have been plainly and most 
strikingly portrayed. 


Needle for the Wire Suture. 


BY RB. J. LEVIS, M. D., 
Surgeon to the Philadelphia Hospital. 


The present general use of the metallic su- 
ture in surgery, will make acceptable a form 
of needle adapted to its peculiarities, and 
which, by facilitating its introduction through 
the tissues, will add to its convenience and 
efficiency. 

For the free passage of the needle and wire, 
it is essential, first, that the wire be securely 
held; second, that it present at its connection 
with the needle, no impediment to the transit 


| through the tissues; third, that it should fol- 


low the needle in a direct line, not allowing 
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an angle to form at the junction which will re- 
quire traction to overcome. It is also impor- 
tant, for the convenience of the operator, that 
the needle should be readily threaded. 

In using the ordinary surgical needle for the 
purpose, even though the needle be deeply 
grooved at the eye for its lodgment, the wire 
forms a ring-like attachment with the needle, 
which impedes its passage. A sort of hinge 
joint is also formed at the junction, which will 
be movable, no matter how tightly the wire be 
twisted, and there will be continually forming 
an angle with the needle, which is a great im- 
pediment to its use in delicate tissues, and in 
regions difficult of access, as the vagina, rec- 
tum, and fauces. Another inconvenience 
which has occurred with me in the use of the 
_ ordinary needle and the silver wire, is the lia- 
bility of the wire to be pinched off by the for- 
ceps necessary to its introduction in the above 
localities. 

These objections have induced some sur- 
geons to introduce the wire by first passing 
the ordinary silk thread to which the wire is 
attached, and then drawn through. 

For the purpose of over- 
coming these inconveni- 
ences in the ordinary use 
of the wire suture, I have 
devised a modification of 
the needle, which is so well 
illustrated by the accom- 
panying proportionally col 
ossal representations, as to 
render description almost 
unnecessary. 

Its peculiarity is in what 
is usually the eye of a nee- 
dle, though this is really 
without an eye, the attach- 
ment of the wire being ac- 
complished by grooves in 
which it rests. 

A groove deep enough 
for the lodgment of the 
wire, encircles the needle 
obliquely near its extremi- 

ty, and leads iato another groovewhich is 
vertical. The yertical groove is just wide 
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enough at its entrance to admit the intro. 
duction of one wire at a time, but the inside’ 
of the groove being large enough to accommo. 
date two wires, when both are introduced and 
twisted together, they are securely held. An 
attachment is thus effected which is as firm as 
if the needle and wire formedGme continuous, 
piece, and the wire being entirely encased ‘’ 
within the grooves, it will traverse any tissue | 
of the body without the least impediment. 

There is a decided advantage in having the 
wire double for an inch or more following the 
needle, as any break in the wire invariably 
occurs very near to the needle. 

This form of needle has been so extensively 
used in this city, as to thoroughly test its effi. 
ciency, and it has been preferred by the in- 
strument makers on account of its simplicity, 
and the facility and cheapness with which it 
can be made. 

Such needles, of sizes adapted to all uses, 
may be bad from Mr. Gemrig, of Kighth street, 
or Mr. Kolbé, of Ninth street, in this city. 


Cases in Midwifery. 
By D. B. Triste, M. D., 
Of Marlton, N. J. 

Case 1st.—On the 25th of last September, 
I was requested to see a patient, whom I found 
to be a young married woman, about twenty 
years of age; small, but healthy, and about 
seven months advanced in her first pregnancy. 
The day previous she had taken a iong walk, 
and had met with a slight accident, and when 
I saw her, had been suffering for some hours 
with intermittent pains in the back and loins. 
About six hours after I first saw her, she was 
delivered of a male child, without much diffi- 
culty, the presentation being the ‘first posi- 
tion of the head,” according to Maygrier. I 
soon found that there was to bea second birth, 
but not with the same facility, as the parturient 
efforts did not apparently advance the fetus 
for an hour, and when I first ascertained the 
position of the child, it was that of the “ second 
position of the left haunch,” (as described by 
the same author,) the left arm protruding. 
This part of the Jabor was protracted and 
severe ; but I succeeded, by grasping the feet, 
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turning the child, and delivering by this posi- 
tion. The first child lived a few days, the 


‘other was still-born. 


Case 2¢.—The second case occurred on the 
1st of October, in a middle-aged woman, with 
her third child. She was delicate, of a leuco- 
phlegmatic, temperament, and had a slightly 
contracted™pelvis. Her two previous labors 


‘had been protracted and difficult ; in the first, 
the Child being sacrificed, in the second, re- 


quiring instrumental aid. In the present in- 
stance, I endeavored to relieve her with the 
forceps, but found the head so impacted and 
immovable, that I could not apply them. 

At this period of the labor, the uterine 
contractions were so weak and inefficient, that 
I resorted to the use of ergot. This had some, 
but not sufficient effect, and after administer- 
ing to the extent that I considered safe, and 
finding that all the efforts of the uterus did not 
advance the labor, and the patient becoming 
very prostrate, I obtained a boot-hook, (having 
no suitable instrument for the purpose,) and 
making an incision into the swollen scalp, in- 
troduced the hook, and carefully aiding each 
effort of the womb, in fifteen or twenty min- 
utes relieved her. I dressed the wounded scalp 
with adhesive plaster, and a week after, it was 
well. 

Case 3d.—The third case, which I attended 
on the 31st of October, was also a primapara 
case. The patient had sent for me ten days 
before her accouchment, thinking she was in 
labor, but it passed off. The second time she 
sent for me, her pains were severe and fre- 
quent ; the head was low in the pelvis, but 
the os tincee undilated and rigid. After wait- 
ing two hours, or more, (she had already been 
twelve hours in labor,) and finding little or no 
alteration in the condition of the mouth of the 
womb, I bled her freely. One hour later, 
there being no amelioration of the difficulty, I 
administered a full dose of ipecacuanha, with 
a view of producing greater relaxation. This 
created sufficient nausea, but made very little 
of the desired impression. 

After two or three hours more of severe suf- 
fering, with but little effect, [ had recourse to 
the local application of the extract of atropa 
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belladonna, and in half an hour after, the dila- 
tation commenced, and gradually increased, 
until the labor was completed. I do not know 
that the belladonna was the effectual agent, 
but the other means having either failed, or 
unduly delayed their operation, we might rea- 
sonably infer that the principal effect was pro- 
duced by the last remedy. 

In this case, the infant, a female, is terribly 
deformed, by « complicated hare-lip. The 
fissure extends from the septum to the outer 
margin of the left ala nasi; the palate plate 
of the superior maxillary bone being irregu- 
larly divided, to the left of the median line, 
and extending through the whole of its an- 
tero-posterior diameter. It is about three- 
fourths of an inch wide anteriorly, gradually 
narrowing to half that width. The child 
nurses very well; and probably an operation 
for hare-lip and a metallic plate with two or 
more teeth, for the mouth, may partially re- 
medy the deformity. 

Though the cases just related are compara- 
tively rare, yet in my practice I have met 
with nearly similar ones before. Many years 
ago, I was called in consultation to a case 
similar to that first described, except that it 
was not one of twins. The labor had been 
very severe for several hours, and the attend- 
ing physician had proposed to the patients’ 
friends to dissect the child, which they ob- 
jected to. In this case also, I turned and 
delivered by the feet. A case similar to the 
second I had very early in my practice. In 
this instance I called in the aid of an expe- 
rienced practitioner, and as it was impossible 
to apply the forcezs,a blunt hook was in- 
serted into the scalp, and the child born 
alive. 

A few years ago I was called to consult in 
a similar difficulty to the last mentioned case, 
where we «sed the belladonna with a like 
result. I was recently called to attend « 


badly managed case of abortion, where the 
membranes had been ruptured by the efforts 
of the womb, (two weeks before I saw her,) 
after which anodynes were given to check the 
action of the uterus, and which succeeded, 
retaining the destroyed footus, but permitting 
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the continuation of a moderate hemorrhage. I 
found her suffering from slight uterine pains 
at intervals, some hemorrhage, debility, and 
great nervous irritability. I examined the 
condition of the uterus, and found I could 
insert the point of the finger into the os tinea, 
(which was however, rigid) and feel the foetus 
lying on it. I made efforts for several hours, 
gradually to dilate the os, but finding them 
unavailing, U applied the belladonna; left her 
small doses of secale cornutum to be taken at 
intervals, and in 36 hours the dilatation was 
sufficient, slight pains came on, she was re- 
lieved, and speedily recovered. 
0 

There are in London twelve hospitals for 
general purposes, forty-six for special pur- 
poses, and thirty-four dispensaries, giving re- 
lief to 865,956 persons every year. ‘hese, 
with various societies for the preservation of 
life and health, for debtors, widows, strangers, 
&e., for aged and infirm, for deaf, dumb, and 
blind, and for varions other benevolent pur- 
poses, represent a total yearly income of 
£1,768,945, or nearly eight millions of dol- 
lars. 


Allustrations of Hospital Practice, 


PENNSYLVANIA HOSPITAL. 
NoveMBER 9TH. 
Service of Dr. W. W. Gerhard. 
( Reported by Mr. J. B. Hayes.) 


Aneurism of Aorta.—I propose to show you to-day 
three different cases of aveurism, and before doing 
so, I will exhibit some views of the healthy aorta, 
and of aneurismal tumors of the aorta. 

Aneurism, generally, is the result of lesion of the 
coats of the vessels ; occasionally it is the result of 
accidental rupture of the arteries. 


The 1st Case came into the house a few days ago, 
laboring under some other disorder. His history is 
confused. He says that he had bronchitis a year 
ago, and that I attended him here and diagnosticated 
bronchitis and disease of the heart; he did not then 
have aneurism. 

Ever since that time he has had palpitation and a 
cough from occasional congestion of the lungs. He 
has disease of the valves of the heart. This we 
expect with an aortic aneurism. The same cartilagi- 
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nous degeneration occurs in the valves as in the 
arteries. 

Emaciation has nothing to do with aneurism. This 
man is tolerably stout. He has no oedema of the- 
face nor of the limbs. He is a seaman, and is stil] 
able to do duty, but suffers from dyspnoea when he 
goes aloft. He says that he had rheumatism eight 
years ago, confining him to his bed. You are aware 
of the intimate association between heart disease 
and rheumatism. With the latter, you may infer 
that there may be a determination to disease of the 
heart, especially to endocarditis. 

For the examination of the chest, it is not neces- 
sary to strip the patient. There isa slight degree 
of protuberance of the left side. With slight per- 
cussion under the left clavicle, we have some dull- 
ness of sound, and we also feel a pulsation; both 
these exist to a less degree on the other side. 

There is a strong pulsation in the course of the 
carotids, and on the artery itself a peculiar thrill is 
felt. We have this thrill in hypertrophy of the 
heart, but not to such an extent as it exists here, 
There is increased dullness over the cardiac region 
from hypertrophy of the heart, which is often coin- 
cident with aneurism. 

In ausculting him we hear a rough, double bel- 
lows sound at the position of the mitral valve; at 
the semi-lunar, a sawing sound. 

He has aneurism in the course of the arch of the 
aorta, The diagnostic sign is dullness upon per- 
cussion and the throbbing and sawing sound of the 
aortic valve. The pulse of the patient is rather 
small and irregular, not only.in extent, but in 
degree. 

What is to be done in the treatment of such cases? 
It is very clear that little can be done by medica- 
tion. He should be kept quiet, avoid excitement, 
change his business to some one less laborious, avoid 
stimulants, aud keep his bowels regular. 


Case 2d.—Also a seaman. Duration of disease, 
four years ; countenance indicative of distress; he 
is not emaciated, and has no cough ; he has palpita- 
tions and shortness of breath on exercise. 

There is not so great a pulsation in the arteries 
of the neck as in the last patient. The sound, on 
percussion, is equally clear under the clavicle on 
both sides. There is slight dullness at the top of 
the sternum, and the hand placed over the region of 
the aorta feels a perceptible thrill. This did not 
exist in the last patient. 

He has enlargement of the heart. 
this occurs before the aneurism. 

There is a sawing sound of the mitral valve, and 
double sawing sound, with some roughening, at the 
aortic valve. 

The aneurism is here more to the left side thanin 
the last patient. 


In most cases, 
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Case 8d.—Also a seaman, cook. Has had arheu- 
matism which never confined him to bed. The pul- 
sation has existed eight or nine months, but is less 
marked than in the preceding cases. In these cases 
of aneurism there is very little pain. The coats of 
the arteries are not sensitive, and what pain is ex- 
perienced is caused in a secondary way, by inter- 
ference with respiration etc. bad 

He has the same intense rasping sound, caused 
evidently by the mitral valves, but not double. This 
occurs in the passage of the blood out of the heart 
during its systole. The semi-lunar sound is rough 
and double. It does not exist on the right side, but 
is well marked on the left. I look upon this as false 
aneurism. There is not here that break which has 
occurred in the other cases. 

Treatment.—In this case something is to be done, 
but more can be accomplished by a careful course 
of living than by any other method. He should 
change his occupation for one that calls for little 
exercise of strength, and does not expose him to the 
development of rheumatism. 

He should take digitalis to quiet his heart. He 
has been taking the fluid extract of Cinchona in con- 
sequence of losing strength. There is no objection 
to tonics in such cases. We should direct a rigid 
diet, and occasionally dry cups over the heart 

These cases show aneurism as ordinarily met with. 
It is a disease marked by the cardiac disease, and is 
often entirely overloked while the attention is 
directed to the latter. 


Disease of Heart, with Pleurisy.—This patient, a 
Dane, came in two days ago with pleurisy. 1 found, 
however, that this was connected with disease of the 
heart, both acute and chronic. He has had endo- 
carditis, which had produced disease of the mitral 
valve, allowing regurgitation of the blood during the 
systole of the heart. I also detected in him aslight 
friction sound over the heart, which always coincides 
with an imperfectly cured (on commencing) case of 
pericarditis. He presented the signs of pleurisy on 
the right side. This disorder I believe to have been 
consecutive to disease of the heart. 

Treatment.—He was put to bed, cut cups placed 
over the right pleura posteriorly, and dry cups over 
the heart. He has taken one-fourth grain calomel 
and four grains Dover’s powder, four times a day. 
Dover’s powder is the preparation I employ. There 
is another—Dover’s solution—which is much infe- 
rior. 

12th. Patient exhibited to the class, much im- 
proved. The effusion into the right pleura, and all 
other signs of acute disease, have disappeared. 


NovemBer 12TH anv 16TH. 


Pleurisy complicated with Phthisis.—This patient 
does not appear to be excessively broken down, but 
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he has the air of one exhausted. He has complained 
of pleuritic pains in the right side since last June. 
He was confined to his bed eight weeks, therefore 
bis attack must have been severe; for it is rare that 
@ patient with pleurisy goes to bed. The extent 
and character of the pain in this disease is various. 
In some cases there is none, in many it is acute for 
a little time and disappears. For’ the last three 
weeks this patient has had pain in the left side; that 
of the right has diminished. 

What is the value of pleurisy as a sign of other 
disease of the lungs? You know, I say that pleurisy 
never kills, of itself; but it is often a sign of 
tuberculous disease. It is a cause oran effect? I 
look upon pleurisy in the light of both of these; it 
is sometimes one, sometimes the other. When it is 
an effect, it is of little consequence; when it isa 
cause, it becomes aserious matter. The patient has 
shortness of breath on exercise; this is dependent 
on the fact that the lung has contracted adhesions 
with the ribs, and is unable to expand. 

In ordinary uncomplicated pleurisy there is, at 
the beginning, very little cough; the lung is not 
affected. In cases where there is cough, we may he 
sure that there is, besides, bronchitis or phthisis. 
This patient has a cough like that of early phthisis. 
His pulse is about 90; respiration about 30; no ex- 
pectoration. 

Inspection.—The right side is contracted; this 
can be better estimated by grasping with the hand 
than by measuring. 

Percussion.—Both sides dull at the back. In 
front, upper and lower portions dull; clearer in the 
middle. The dullness at the lower portion of the 
lung is caused by contraction and adhesions; and 
at the upper part, it is consequent upon tubercles 
developed by pleurisy. 

Auscultation.—Rude respiration above; feeble 
friction sounds below. 

Treatment.—We must combat the tuberculous 
disorder and the pleurisy. I will direct the usual 
remedies for the one; and for the other, a small 
blister, or a warming plaster of the diluted kind, 
one-third of the usual strength. 


Hypertrophy of the Heart.—The patient looks 
tolerably healthy. He has darting pains about the 
heart. When we have these, we may expect palpi- 
tations caused by mental emotions ; but in this case 
they are due to hypertrophy of the organ. They 
have existed three or four years. 

Inspection.—There is a protuberance of the region 
of the heart. This occurs in young subjects only, 
in whom the costal cartilages are soft and impressi- 
ble. This dilatation of the chest is not lateral. 
The dullness of the cardiac region is more extensive 
than natural. 
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There is a bellows murmur over the mitral valve 
coincident with the systole of the heart. There is 
also a very little roughening of the valve of the aorta. 
Other evidence of disease is a strong impulsion 
communicated to my hand. It is more toward the 
middle of the heart, and is decided, but not so strong 
as in many cases of enlargement. When moderate, 
we infer that the hypertrophy is moderate with con- 
siderable dilatation. 

Treatment.—What should be done? The patient 
is pallid. It would be absurd, I would almost say 
murderous, to take away blood from him. He 
ought to be put upon tonics and a mild and unirri- 
tating diet. He should not use spirits nor tobacco. 
In addition, I will order dry cups ora blister; sul- 
phate of quinia 2 grs., iron by hydrogen 1 gr , three 
times a day; and, for a few duys, powder of digi- 
talis, 1 grain, four times a day. 

Prognosis —You should remember that disease of 
the heart is always chronic; and it is your duty to 
inform the patient that he will not die right away. 
The heart is capable of moving a long period, even 
if organically diseased. 


Tropical Diarrhea or Dysentery.—Three Cases.— 
Gencral Remarks.—Diarrheea is a disease common 
in warm climates. You are aware that many vol- 
unteers died in the last war, of dysentery, and are 
even now dying of diarrhceas contracted in Mexico 
in 1848. Between acute and chronic dysentery 
there is not much difference. In the chronic form, the 
thickening of the intestines is less marked, and the 
mucous coat will present a slate color, or darker 
red than is found in the acute form. The intestines 
will be found retracted. The patient, in chronic 
dysentery, becomes extremely emaciated ; the fever 
is not great; the stools vary in character, consis- 
tency, and frequency. You may lay it down asa 
rule, that if the disease has existed a long time, a 
perfect cure is hardly to be expected. Multitudes 
of cases are pronounced cured which are not really 
so. If the symptoms are connected with great 
emaciation, the cure becomes the more doubtful. 

My rule is to attend first to the diet. Meatamay 
be allowed once a day—broiled mutton or beefsteak 
—rice, crackers, milk, and occasionally some vege- 
tables; but it is exceedingly difficult to enforce 
such a diet, unless the patient cdoperate intelligent- 
ly with the physician. 

As to medicines—opium relieves the pain and 
irritability of the bowels. It may be given in half 
grain doses throughoutthe day. Tannin, and other 
vegetable astrigents, will act well for a few days, 
and then become irritating. Mercurials are not 
very productive of benefit, still they are one of the 
remedies when we fail with other meuns. I am op- 
posed to their use. Warm clothing and other hy- 
gienic remedies are to be employed. 





[ VOL. III, No. 10, 


Case 1st. Sailor; disease contracted in Calcutta; 
has been five months sick; has twelve stools in 
twenty-four hours. Abdomen retracted; pain in 
sigmoid flexure, the usual seat of ulceration; skin 
dry and harsh ; tongue,has whitish fur; pulse 70, to 
80. No alteration of liver or of spleen, therefore a 
case of pure dysentery. He has been in the house 
twoor three days, and has been on the diet indicated. 
Has taken tannin, 2 grs., and opium, } gr., every 
two hours. Will now increase opium to } grain. 

19th. Patient much improved; stools a little 
diminished in frequency; tongue now moist, and 
nearly clean. Some dry cups, with one or two cut 
directed, to be placed over sigmoid flexure. 

Case 2d. A sailor, disease contracted in Jackson- 
ville, Fla. Has diarrhoea rather than dysentery in 
an acute form, but not very severe; has no ulcera- 
tions. Bowels opened three times in twenty-four 
hours, 

Treatment.—Castor oil, a teaspoonful, or one-sixth 
of an ounce, as teaspoons measure now-a days, and 
tr. opii ten drops, two or three times in the course 
of the morning, to be followed by opium and tannin, 
as in the last case, with one gr. of quinine. Diet: 
No meat for two or three days. 

19th. Convalescent. Same treatment continued, 
but in less quantity. Tannin and opium preferred 
to chalk mixture. 

Case 3d. Disease contracted in New Orleans 
eight months ago; tongue moderately clean, coated 
on side. Bowels moved ten times a day. Appetite 
very good, as in ordinary cases of dysentery. 

Treaiment.—Same as last patients; diet, simple. 

19th. Almost convalescent; discharges reduced 
one-half in frequency; skin become more healthy ; 
tongue clean ; no fever. 
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In the year 1540, an act was passed in 
England for “‘ barbers and surgeons,” the ob- 
jects of which were to unite the barbers and 
surgeons into one company, giving them cer- 
tain privileges, and allowing them to take, 
annually, four bodies “for anatomies.” It 
interdicted surgeons from shaving, lest they 
should communicate infectious diseases to peo- 
ple resorting to their shops, and prevented 
barbers from performing any surgical opera- 
tion, except drawing teeth. The surgeons 
were required to put an “open sign on the 
street side where they shall fortune to dwell.” 
The “open sign” adopted was a poll with a 
band in a spiral direction on it, indicative of 
the fillet used to bandage the arm, and the 
staff for its support during the operations of 


venesection. Thisemblem, adopted more than 


three centuries ago, is the same which indi- 
cates the shop of the barber of the present day. 
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EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 
Periscope. 


Causes of Goitre—M. Demortain, Phar- 
macien in Chief of the Army of Marshal Vail- 
lant, has,-by analysis of the waters collected 
while the French army was in Lombardy, 
shown a contrary result from that previously 
obtained by Bouchardat. The latter asserted 
that he found the salts of magnesia in abun- 
dance in the soil of districts where goitre is 
endemic, and is disposed to attribute the 
disease to them. The analysis of Demortain 
show a total absence of these salts in the waters 
of the district alluded to. 


Statistics of the London Cancer Hospital.— 
Cancer in males occurs once to eight or nine 
times in females. Taking the report of the 
Cancer Hospital for 1856, there are noted 183 
males against 950 females. The varieties in 
the parts affected, were noticed amongst the 
patients of the male sex, at this hospital on the 
30th of August, to be cancer in five cases of 
the lips, two of the cheek, two of the nose, one 
of the lower eyelid, two of the tongue, one of 
the arm, one of the rectum, and two of the 
breast—in all eighteen patients.— Lancet. 


Hemorrhage from Puncture of an Inflamed 
Tonsil.—The left tonsil of a delicate man had 
been punctured for the relief of an inflamma- 
tion, to which he was subject, and the hem- 
orrhage, which was considerable at first, re- 
curred at intervals, and could not be arrested 
by styptics. He was admitted to St. Bartholo- 
mew’s Hospital, and the common carotid was 
ligated by Mr. Stanley, and bleeding immedi 
ately ceased. 


The Cause of Vesico- Vaginal Fistula.—At 
a meeting of the London Obstetrical Society, 
Mr. Baker Brown remarked that in almost all 
the cases of vesico-vaginal fistula which had 
come under his care, this accident had hap- 
pened from the long retention of the fetal 
head in the pelvis, giving rise to inflammation 
and sloughing. He had only known of one 
case which he could trace to the improper use 
of instruments. 

It is common to attribute this accident to 
the use of the obstetrical forceps, whereas we 
are confident that the want of their use, or de- 
lay in applying them, is the more frequent 
cause. In the case alluded to by Mr. Brown, 


PERISCOPE. 





229 


he does not say what kind of obstetrical in- 
struments were used. 


New Method of Reducing Strangulated 
Hernia.—Dr. B. F. Richardson gives, in the 
Cincinnati Lancet and Observer, the follow- 
ing account of a method of reducing strangu- 
lated hernia, which he has practiced success- 
fully in two cases, after the ordinary means 
had failed. 

“ Reflecting upon the mechanism in the pro- 
duction of hernia, I determined upon an ex- 
pedient directly in opposition to the leading in- 
junction of authorities. 

The patient was put upon his elbows and 
knees. Grasping the hernial tumor between 
my fingers and thumb, I pushed it steadily 
and firmly toward the inguinal ring, he being 
directed at the same time to take a full inspi- 
ration, and then make a strong and continu- 
ous expulsive effort, so as to distend the abdo- 
minal muscles as much as possible. Between, 
as well as during the expulsive efforts, the tu- 
mor was steadily pressed toward the ring. The 
reduction took place at the second effort. 

The rationale of this expedient is very plain. 
The most usual cause of hernia is diaphrag- 
matic pressure, induced through lifting, jump- 
ing, coughing, sneezing, blowing upon wind 
instruments, ete. Through the medium of the 
abdominal viscera, the muscular parieties are 
distended and the apertures thereby enlarged, 
permitting the passage of intestine or omentum. 
The diaphragmatic force being diffused over 
the intra-abdominal surface, is easily antagon- 
ized by pressure at any particular point; and 
when attempting reduction by the manner 
proposed, the diaphragmatic force should be 
more than counterbalanced, and the patient 
enjoined to permit the abdominal muscles to 
distend without restraint. Theoretically con- 
sidered and practically confirmed, the convic- 
tion is irresistable, that this mode of manage- 
ment will reduce any abdominal hernia that 
is reducible, without a surgical operation.” 


Surgical Coolness.—The following extract 
is from Professor Henry H. Smith’s eloquent 
introductory address, at the commencement of 
the present session of the University of Penn- 
sylvania :— 

‘‘ Imperturbable calmness in action bas long 
been admitted as one of the most marked traits 
that separate a surgeon from the great body of 
medical practitioners. 

Do you truly realize what it is; or the ex- 
tent of the mental training that is essential to 
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its acquisition? Is surgical calmness anything 
more than that species of dogged determina- 
tion that carries a man through a contest, and 
induces him to labor under all difficulties to 
maintain his purpose? Or is it that stoical 
philosophy which thinks naught of bodily pain, 
and sacrifices everything before it will yield its 
desires? Is it the reckless daring and con- 
tempt of life that induces a man to lead a for- 
lorn hope, whilst the world describes his act as 
that of courage? Noble as is this latter trait 
when properly exhibited, the calmness of ac- 
tion that characterizes the surgeon is infinitely 
higher. Courage is an animal instinct, pos- 
sessed by brutes as well aa men, and grounded 
either on ignorance of what constitutes danger, 
or indifference in meeting it. Courage enables 
a person to bear up against evil or danger that 
is prospective, and centres in selfishness, the 
term indicating its reference to cor, or cceur, 
the heart. Surgical coolness, on the contrary, 
is a mental process ; the result of a highly cul- 
t.vated estimate of a man’s duty towards his 
neighbor. In it there is nothing egotistical ; 
in it is often shown the trait which in all ages 
has been deemed the bignest grade of moral 
development—that true and unadulterated be- 
nevolence which tempts one man to risk his 
life, if necessary, to save that of another. 

In this, surgical coolness differs greatly 
from courage; the latter is always personal ; 
whilst the former ignores itself, and acts for 
the general interests of suffering humanity.” 


The Treatment of Varicose Veins and Ulcers 
by the Tincture of the Chloride of Iron.—Dr. 
Bernard Kelly, in an article in the American 
Med. Monthly, gives the following account of 
the treatment which he has pursued in an ex- 
tensive dispensary practice in New York: 

The treatment which we have found most 
satisfactory, the one, indeed, which has sur- 
passed onr most sanguine expectations, consists 
almost entirely in the internal exhibition of 
iron. We scarcely ever condemn our patients 
to absolute repose in the recumbent position ; 
neither do we employ bandages or adhesive 
straps ; much less do we think of the cauteri- 
zation, ligature, and injunction of the diseased 
vessels by the perchloride of iron. Thirty or 
forty drops of the 7r. Ferri Muriat. are given 
three or four times a day in a little water, or 
better still, in a solution of the sulphate of 
quinine. Both the substances form an excel- 
lent tonic mixture, and are no wise chewically 
incompatible. If the bowels show a tendency 
to constipation, one or two pills of alves and , 
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iron are taken at bedtime, which always secure 
one or two passages in the twenty-four hours, 
This soluble condition of the alimentary canal 
is of great importance, and should never be 
lost sight of in the therapeutic management of 
varicose veins and ulcers. A feeculent, loaded 
state of the intestines predisposes, in.many in- 
stances, to the production of varix, and never 
fails to aggravate it when it exists. One has 
only to witness the inexpressible relief and 
comfort afforded to such patients from free 
purgation, to be fully convinced of its great 
utility. We should not, by any means, how- 
ever, recommend it as an infallible remedy in 
the treatment of varices; we merely resort to 
it as an auxiliary means, frequently not to be 
dispensed with. If the large venous trunks, 
only, are dilated and tortuous ; if a phlebecta- 
sis, as Alibert has called it, simply exist, the 
capillaries and surrounding tissues not being 
involved as yet in the disease, the cold douche 
perseveringly employed, followed by dry fric- 
tions, renders the most signal services, and 
seems to lend additivual efficacy to the chaly- 
beate medication. No one will understand us 
to imply that varicose veins shall ever regain 
their original symmetry by the treatment pro- 
posed ; no, this is impossible; but the disease, 
the diathesis, shall be so modified, that the 
occurrence of ulcers, edema, and hemorrhages 
shall be postponed to a very remote period, if 
not indefinitely. Under its influence, we see 
persons who have been afflicted for a long 
time with excruciating paius in the limbs, who 
could scarcely walk the shortest distance, with- 
out fatigue, soon become relieved of all incon- 
venience and suffering, and even perform long 
journeys, on foot, without evincing any symp- 
toms of debility or exhaustion. The vessels, 
in a word, become braced up by the stimulat- 
ing properties of the drug; they acquire tone 
and elasticity ; the capillary circulation is car- 
ried on energetically ; and thus all tendency 
to passive congestion and circumscribed ulcera- 
tive action is prevented. If the patient labor, 
at the same time, under chronic disease of the 
heart with regurgitation, for example, the 
treatment, for very obvious reasons, is equally 
appropriate and efficacious. If the small ve- 
nous twigs and capillaries show signs of in- 
flammation, by pain, tumefaction, and redness 
of the parts, it will be necessary to rest the 
limb for a few days, administer saline cathar- 
tics, and apply acetate of lead lotions freely. 
After the inflammatory action has subsided, 
which it does very promptly by the means 
specified, the tincture of iron must be imme- 
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diately given in the doses already indicated, 
and recourse had to the cold douche and gen- 
tle frictions. 

The Gorilla.—The Scientific American 
says, that within a few weeks M. Du Chaillu, 
a gentleman who was sent to Africa by the 
Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia, 
‘has returned, bringing with him several skins 
and skeletons of the gorifla, an extraordinary 
animal, of which we recently gave an account. 
These, with a large collection of African cu- 
riosities, are now on exhibition in New York. 
The statements made in regard to the intelli- 
gence of the animal are now said to be greatly 
exaggerated. One of the specimens imported 
measures eight feet three inches from tip to tip 
of its fingers when its arms are extended, and 
it is said to look very much like some of the 
wild African tribe of negroes, and the skele- 
tons exhibited bear a wonderful resemblance 
to that of man. 


Modern Mummies.—The Capuchin friars 
boil their dead in some very strong antiseptic, 
bake them in an oven, then close them in a 
long serge gown, confined with a girdle of 
rope, and having placed their well-thumbed 
rosary on the withered fingers, arrange them 
in the open niches of a subterranean chapel. 
Tn one of the Capuchin monasteries in Malta, 
there is a fine collection of these semi-cooked 
individuals. After a year or two they become 
unable to stand as they were first placed ; 
then, for a time, they are suspended; and 
finally, in ghastly submission, they are doubled 
together and laid in their rags to moulder into 
dust. Their brethren and successors peram- 
bulate these ghastly avenues, and show the 
visitor the niches which they expect to fill. 


St. John’s Hotel for Invalids.—The gentle- 
men who have for some time composed the 
medical staff of the St. John’s Hotel for Inva- 
lids, in this city, consisting of Drs. White, 
Mussey, J. B. Smith, Bonner, Williams, John 
Davis, Murphy, and J. P. Judkins, have re- 
signed, and Drs. Blackman, Richardson, Gra- 
ham, Quinn, Dodge, and Gerwe, have been 
appointed to fill the vacancy. We learn that 
. the lectures on diseases of the eye, by Dr. 
Williams, and on surgery, by Dr. Mussey, 
Which have been in course of delivery at the 
St. John’s Hotel, will be continued at the 
Dental College Lecture Rooms.—Cincinnati 
. Lancet & Observer. 
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Recorps or Darty Practicr, A Scientific Visiting 
List for Physicians and Surgeons. New York: 
Bailliere & Brothers. 


Judging from the number of these works 
published, visiting lists must be remunerative. 
There is some danger, however, that the mar- 
ket will become overstocked. The work be- 
fore us, which has some novel and very useful 
features, is edited by Dr. A. N. Bell, of Brook- 
lyn. It is adapted to continuous use, not 
being limited by dates, as is the case with 
other visiting lists. 

The object of the work is to facilitate the 
recording of statistics. Two pages are devoted 
to each patient, with blank spaces for record- 
ing the Hygienic Influences to which he is sub- 
ject ; also, Hereditary Influences, Previous Dis- 
eases, Habitual State of Functions, and History 
of the Present Disease. Then follows an ar- 
rangement, in columns, for a daily record of 
the State of the Patient, viz., Date, Obvious 
Conditions, Digestive System, Secretions, Cir- 
culating System, Respiratory System, and 
Treatment. 

It will be readily seen that this work con- 
tains some very commendable features for a 
pocket memorandum book for the physician. 
The furm of the book strikes us favorably. It 
is wider than other works of the kind, and not 
so thick as some of them are. 


An Inrropuction To Practica, Prarmacy: De- 
signed as a Text-book for the Student, and asa 
Guide for the Physician and Pharmaceutist. By 
Epwarp' ParrisH. Second Edition. Philadel- 
phia: Blanchard & Lea. 1859. 


An original work, from the American press, 
upon a subject of such increasing importance 
as the science and practice of pharmacy now 
is, demands, we think, more than a mere no- 
tice of its issue. 

The first edition of the work having been so 
favorably received, and so soon exhausted, the 
author has given the entire book a most care- 
ful revision, and in parts, re-written it entirely. 

A critical analysis of so extended a book 
(reaching to 720 pages large octavo,) can 
hardly be regarded as appropriate to our pur- 
pose, which is more particularly to set before 
the medical public the general scope of the 
work, and its adaptation to the wants of a large 
number both of physicians and pharmaccutists. 

The work is divided into five parts. The 
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first is devoted to the description of furniture, 
and implements necessary to the office of a 
physician practising pharmacy in connection 
with his professional duties, and the shop of the 
pharmaceutist who is desirous of prosecuting 
his business with comfort to himself and satis- 
faction to his customers. The descriptions in 
the first chapter of this part of the work are 
most full and accurate. 

_ Chapter Second is devoted to the considera- 
tion of weights, measures, and specific gravity. 
The important difference between the two 
principal kinds of weights is very distinctly 
shown, and a convenient rule for reducing 
apothecaries’ weight to avoirdupois is given. 
Equally clear descriptions of the measures in 
use are also given, with a very appropriate 
caution respecting the most faulty piece of 
furniture in general use in apothecary stores 
—glass graduated measures, with a good ac- 
count of the proper method of making correct 
ones. 

The instructions concerning specific gravity, 
and the apparatus for ascertaining it, are full 
as far as pertains to liquids, this being all the 
author designed to teach, referring to treatises 
more especially devoted to science, for the les- 

-sons pertaining to the specific gravity of solids. 
We must regret this determination, as the 
book will often be in the hands of those to 
whom the use of other works are denied. 

Chapter Third is occupied with a notice of 
the TInited States Pharmacopeia. The first 
part of this notice is historical, and the re- 
mainder explanatory, and deserves the careful 
attention of all who engage in compounding or 
dispensing medicines. 

Part Second, which treats of Galenical Phar- 
macy, is divided into fifteen cliapters, the first 
of which gives instructions for the proper col- 
lection and desiccation of plants required for 
remedial purposes. 

We wish that our limits would permit us to 
transfer portions of this chapter to our pages, 
as itis very important that this information 
should be generally diffused. We notice, in 
speaking of Wild Cherry Bark, that August is 
stated to be the proper time of collecting it. 
The experiments of Mr. J. 8. Pérot, we 
thought, indicated October as a preferable 
time. 

The herbs packed by the “ United Breth- 
ren” are spoken of in terms of greater respect 
than our experience would warrant, and when 
we consider the dangers that attend the dis- 
pensing of plants, the peculiarities of which 
are so entirely changed, we regret that con- 
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venience has been so mighty a master as to 
almost exclude the well dried and easily dis. 
tinguished herbs that were in use before this 
practice became prevalent. 

The second chapter contains valuable infor. 
mation respecting the preparations of dru 
previous to grinding, and a most just condem. 
nation of the too prevalent practice of sending 
the refuse and inferior portions of different 
substances to the mill, to have their imperfee. 
tions hidden by the process of pulverization. 
In this chapter is also a clear description of 
the apparatus required for pulverizing, and the 
proper methods of using it; a syllabus of the 
various powders officinal in the U.S. Phar. 
macopeeia is introduced in this chapter—a plan 
we notice throughout the book, and which we 
look upon as one of the most advantageous 
methods of conveying information respecting 
classes of bodies. 

Chapter Third treats of solutions, filtration, 
and the preparation of the medicated waters. 
The laws relating to the solvent powers of dif- 
ferent menstrua are fully considered, and the 
apparatus necessary is described. 

A syllabus, presenting to the eye, at a 
glance, the various solutions officinal in the 
United States Pharmacopoeia, is here given. 
Filtration is considered very fully, and the 
manner of making the various kinds in use are 
so carefully explained, that any one desirous of 
learning can readily do so by an inspection 
of the plates. Medicated waters command 
the attention next, and are so well classified 
that their composition may be readily remem- 
bered. 

In the succeeding chapter, the subjects of 
Infusion and Maceration are treated of, and the 
various appliances found desirable to use in 
preparing them are described. A complete 
syllabus of the various in.usions is given in 
this chapter, grouped together according to 
their strength, or the manner of their prepa- 
ration. 

Chapter Fifth is perhaps the most important 
of the whole work, when we consider how 
much is dependent upon the proper perform- 
ance of the practice of percolation. The great 
facility which this process offers to pharma- 
ceutists and physicians who make their own 
preparations, is so evident, that it is growing 
into favor constantly, yet if not well under- 
stood, and carefully practised, must certainly 
result in the injury of the product. The at- 
tentive examination of this chapter has given 
us great -satisfaction, and we cannot but feel 
that a due regard to the instructions concern- 
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ing displacement here given, will enable every 
one resorting to it to find his greatest expecta- 
tions fully realized. 

Tinctures are the subject of the next chap- 
ter, and in consideration of the subject, the 
menstrua are described, and the strengths re- 
quisite for the varied preparations pointed out. 
A very carefully arranged syllabus of the 
tinctures officinal in the U. S. Pharmacopoeia 
js introduced, and each class described fully. 

Closely allied to the preceding subject are 
the contents of Chapter Seven, which includes 
Medicated Wines, Vinegars, Ethereal Tinc- 
tures, Elixirs and Cordials. In this chapter 
are enumerated many preparations not offici- 
nal, some of which are, from long usage, quite 
essential to the pharmaceutist in this locality. 

Chapter Eight is devoted to the Galenical 
preparations of Opium, as it is, of all the 
remedies in use among physicians, one of the 
most useful and important. To enable the 
student to readily compare the relative 
strengths of the various preparations, a sylla- 
bus, detailing this information, is given. Un- 
der the head of Tincture of Opium, a formula 
is given, in which allowance should be made 
for the water always present in unpowdered 
opium. 

A very useful paragraph upon the remedial 
measures to be used in case of poisoning by 
over doses of opium, is introduced. This is 
followed by a page upon the abuse of opium, 
which, it is to be wished, was in the hands of 
every apothecary and dispenser of medicine in 
our land. 

Chapters Nine and Ten are occupied with 
the consideration of heat for pharmaceutical 
purposes; the former as relating to its genera- 
tion, and the latter to its application, 

The two succeeding chapters are occupied 
with the subjects of evaporation, extracts, and 
fluid extracts. This latter subject is examined 
more fully than in any other treatise with 
which we are acquainted. This matter is 
especially opportune at present, as the whole 
pharmaceutic community is so much interested 
in their preparation. 

The thirteenth chapter is taken up with the 
subject of syrups, and contains much informa- 
tion of a desirable character. 

The fourteenth chapter treats of pulps, con- 
fections, electuaries, pastes, lozenges, and can- 
dies. Respecting lozenges, the great experi- 
ence of the author is given. Like all who 
have made it a specialty, he thinks their pre- 
paration can only be learned by great practice. 
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second part of the work, treats of the prepara- 
tion of spirits, distillates, and the apparatus 
necessary for their preparation by the pbysi- 
cian or pharmaceutist. In this connection, a 
number of recipes for the preparation of toilet 
waters is introduced. 

Having thus carefully reviewed Parts First 
and Second of this work, we pass to a has*y 
notice of the remaining portions of it, which 
treat of matters more strictly scientific, and of 
the duties pertaining to the prescribing and 
dispensing of medicines, and the conduct of 
the apothecary store. 

The lessons respecting the alkaloids are at 
once the most clear and concise of any we have 
yet met with, and must give great assistance 
to the student while preparing for his final 
examinations- The instructions concerning 
store duties are full, and, if carried out, would 
be productive of much greater success even in 
pecuniary matters, than falls to the lot of the 
majority of apothecaries. ‘ 

Throughout the work a great number of for- 
mule are given, which, to the apothecary, 
particularly at points remote from centres of 
instruction, will give this a precedence over 
many other works of a kindred nature. 

In closing this notice, we would state that 
we feel satisfied that the author has completely 
fulfilled the aim expressed in the title of his 
work—“ An Introduction to Practical Phar- 
macy.” 

A very copious index is added, consisting 
of fifteen pages, of three columns each, which 
greatly enhances the usefulness of the book as 
a work of reference. 

It remains for us to note the excellent style 
in which Messrs. Blanchard & Lea have put 
the book before the public, both as regards 
paper and printing. 
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Jenner gives the following account of his 
feelings during the eventful period of his great 
discovery : “‘ While the vaccine discovery was 
progressive, the joy I felt at the prospect be- 
fore, of being the instrument destined to take 
away from the world one of its greatest calami- 
ties, blended with the fond hope of enjoying 
independence, and domestic peace and happi- 
ness, wereoften so excessive, that in —s 
my favorite subject among the meadows, 
have sometimes found myself in a kind of 
reverie. It is pleasant to me to recollect that 


those reflections always ended in devout ac- 
knowledgments to that Being from whom this 





The fifteenth chapter, which closes the 


and other flow.” 





EDITORIAL. 


_ THE MEDICAL AND SURGICAL REPORTER. 


PHILADELPHIA, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, If 1859. 


THE RESPONSIBILITY OF DRUGGISTS. 








Another of those sad casualties, fortunately 

of rare occurrence, by which life is sacrificed | 
in consequence of an error in compounding 
drugs, has recently occurred in our midst. 
According to testimony given on the trial, a 
prominent physician of this city prescribed 
sulphate of quinia for a patient ill of intermit- 
tent fever. The prescription was “ plainly 
written,” as—according to the testimony given 
‘—all his prescriptions are, but by accident, 
the young man in attendance put up'sulphate 
of morphia instead of sulphate of quinia. 
Two pills, containing three grains each, were 
taken, and the death of an estimable and 
widely known and respected lady was the 
consequence. 

The establishment at which the medicine 
was put up ranks as one of the first in the city, 
and every precaution had been taken to pre- 
vent error in the substitution of those very 
articles for each other. 

We do not propose, in this case, to draw a 
distinction between accident and culpable care- 
lessness, but merely state the facts, and shall 
found an observation or two upon them. 

1st. The young man who put up the pre- 
scription had been in the establishment about 
a year, and it is presumed he ought at least 
to have known the difference between the 
names and positions in the establishment, of 
the drug prescribed, and that used, though it 
would seem that his experience as a com- 
pounder of medicines was not sufficient to 
trust him to make up prescriptions, except 
under the immediate eye of a competent per- 
on. We believe that the name of the drug 
prescribed was dictated to him in English, 
whereas, if the prescription which was written 
out in full “‘Quiniw Sulphatis” had been 
before him, he would have been, we think, less 
likely to have committed the error. 

2d. Druggists should confine themsclves 
more.attentively to their specific duties than is 
done by some of them, particularly among 
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| those known as “fashionable druggists.” 

_Many of them, in their anxiety to make 
money, sell fancy articles of various kinds, 
cigars and tobacco, besides other articles ep. 
tirely unsuited to an establishment where 
|medicines are prepared for the sick. With 
| many of them, too, the trade in proprietary 
| medicines is a much more important part of 
their business than that for which they pro. 
fess to keep their establishment open. 

If druggists would confine themselves more 
to their legitimate duties, fewer drug stores, 
and more perfumers and cigar dealers might 
be called for than exist now, but we believe 
that the public would be better served, and 
the knowledge and skill of the physician better 
applied in the treatment of disease. 


THE NEW YORK PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY. 


We are glad to learn that the New York 
Pathological Society, the first society of the 
kind, we believe, that was ever organized, is 
about to issue a volume of its transactions, 
During the fifteen or twenty years of its exist- 
ence it has numbered, among the constant con- 
tributors to its illustrations of pathology, the 
leading physicians and surgeons of New York. 
Its transactions have been published far and 
wide in the medical periodicals of this and 
foreign countries, and its reported cases have 
added much to our knowledge of morbid anato- 
my. The readers of the REPoRTER are familiar 
with the proceedings of this society, and will 
duly appreciate the effort that is being made 
to gather into a volume the more interesting 
and practical cases and reports. 

The volume is to be published by subscrip- 
tion, the terms being two dollars per copy, 
payment to be made on the issue of the work. 
The edition will exceed the number of sub- 
scribers but a few copies, and these will be 
sold only at an advanced price. We advise 
those who wish to secure this work, which will 
be thoroughly practical, at a minimum price, 
to send their names and addresses to Dr. E. 
LEE Jones, Secretary of the Society, No. 759 
Broadway, New York, 
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Correspondence. 


MEDICAL MATTERS IN HOLLAND. 


August, 1859.—Amsterdam contains several fine 
Hospitals. The buildings are spacious, wards large, 
and pretty well ventilated, and every thing uncom- 
monly neat. The Medical establishment of cook | 
Hospital consists of two physicans and two sur- | 
geons. The servants are few in number, for in all 
the hospitals of Amsterdam, great use is made of 
the convalescent patients, by which they are kept 
from idleness, and considerable expense is saved. 

Their Insane Hospitals are well regulated estab- 
lishbments, the Hollanders having been among the 
earliest to adopt the mild and moral system of treat- 
went in insanity. 

Scrofula and mesenteric diseases are common. 

There is one most admirable regulation in all the 
hospitals and work-houses in Holland. Every indi- 
vidual, upon admission, is put into a warm bath, 
and afterward clothed in the uniform of the hos- 
pital, It is well known that there are diseases kept | 
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hospitals, a civil and a military, but neither differ 


from those we had already seen. We visited the 
University, and saw the portraits of the distin- 
guished professors from the earliest time down to 
the present. These were in the professors’ room ; 
there were 110 in all, who have died in the harness. 
Among those which interested me most, were those 
of Boerhaave and Sandifort, who were for years the 
bright lights of this celebrated school ; the one Pro- 


'fessor of the Practice of Medicine, the other of 


Anatomy. I visited the examination room, and 
rooms of the Professor of Physics and Mathematics, 
also those of Materia Medica and Practice of Medi- 
cine. 

The Anatomical Museum is some distance from 
the University, and contains a good collection of 
comparative osteology of man and animals. Among 
other interesting specimens, was a skeleton of a 
Russian giant, 8 feet 3 inches high, some good pre- 
parations in wax, also a collection of interesting 
models and casts. It contains also a curious collec- 
tion of monstrosities ; also, a complete set of foetuses. 
Many of the preparations are especially interesting 


up by the patients’ clothing, as, for instance, colica | on account of their being preparations by Albinus. 
pictonum, &c. This change of dress gives an air | But many of them require changing, and renewal. 
of neatness, and cheerful appearance to the sickest |! hope this will be done, before their removal to 


patient. 


their new Anat» mical Hall, which is almost finished, 


- The kitchen, store-rooms, ete., are particularly 2nd is a very fine building. 


neat and clean, as are also the household utensils, 
cups for medicine, etc. The bread is the best that 
I have seen any where. 

The whole territory of Holland is perfectly flat, 
and the soil marshy; there is a very disagreeable 
vapor arising from their canals, which they tell you 
is salutary to persons affected by pulmonary com- 
plaints. This would agree with the moisture theory 
of some recent distinguished observers. Epidemics 
are rare; this is no doubt owing to the great atten- 
tion of the people to cleanliness. But catarrhs, 
pleurisies, and inflammations of the lungs prevail 
in spring and autumn. I did not find as much in- 
termittent or remittent fever as I expected, from 
the amount of stagnant water, and low grounds 
covered with green vegetation. It is supposed tv 
be prevented by their custom of constant smoking, 
and taking a glass of brandy, or Geneva, early ia 
the morning, so as to prevent the ill effects of the 
efflavia from the marshes. 

Rheumatism is a common complaint in Holland, 
yet the general appearance of the inbabitants is 
that of health, with fine color, both men and women. 

Leit for Leyden, Monday the 8th of August, 1859. 
I visited it as one of the most interesting cities of 
Holland, on account of its celebrated School of 
Medicine, the chairs of ‘which have been filled with 
such distinguished men as Boerhaave and Albinus, 
the former giants of our profession. There are two 


| 
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At Rotterdam there was an immense amount of 
shipping. It contains several fine hotels; and the 
whole exterior of the town was covered with tower- 
ing wiud mills, which we found, upon examinatior, 
were pumping water, grinding wheat, and sawing 
wood. 

Dr. Tyler and I visited the new Rotterdam Hos- 
pital, which is situated in a grove of trees, in front 
of which there is a canal; the building is finished 
in the old style, with corridors: not well arranged 
fur obtaining an abundance of air or ventilation, but 
every thing abeut it was in perfect order. There 
are 240 beds. There were 220 patients, at the time 
of our visit. It has been built four years. The 
cooking, heating, etc., are all done by steam. 

L. T. 
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Quinine as a Prophylastic of the African 
Fever.—Dr. Livingstone states, in a letter in 
the Med. Times and Gazette, that in his expe- 
dition up the Zambezi river quinine has failed 
as a prophylactic of the fever. He attributes 
the general immunity they have had from the 
disease to good diet and other sanitary regula- 
tions. At the same time, he expresses con- 
fidence in quinine in the treatment after the 
disease has been established, and purgatives 
have been administered. 











NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 


Prms and Aisrellang. 


The English Military Stock.—The English 
persist in requiring the stiff leather stock as a 
part of military equipment, to be worn at all 
times and in all climates. The great fatality 
of the English troops in India from sun stroke, 
is said, in some degree, to be attributable to 
wearing the uniform stock and the heavy cloth 
cap, which are the same which would be worn 
in the wiuter season in cold climates. 

The following disaster from wearing the 
stock is related in the Med. Times and Ga- 
zette: “A soldier was last week suffocated, by 
his stock, in the railroad train. Efe was drunk, 
and falling down to the bottom of the carriage, 
was strangled by the pressure of this absurd 
representation of red-tape wisdom.” 


Mr. Archibald Campbell, a respectable far- 
mer in the township of Camden East, while en- 
gaged in finishing a new dwelling, met with a 
singular accident; the scaffold gave way, he 
was precipitated to the ground, and dislocated 
his neck. When his head was brought to its 
proper position, the vertebrze of the neck re- 
turned to their place with a dull but distinct 
snap. The whole body is paralyzed and dead 
from the neck downward. He is not capable 
of moving a muscle or experiencing the slightest 
pain. Fortunately the nerves supplying the 
muscles used in respiration were not paralyzed, 
and he can breathe and live. 


The Lancet says that there are qne thousand 
and sixty-three students attending the London 
hospitals. 


Dalton’s Physiology is receiving from the 
European reviewers the highest expressions as 
toits merit, particularly in regard to the original 
investigations of its author, in which respect 
they acknowledge some of their own recent 
works on the subject to have been deficient. 


s@s~ The seventeenth annual meeting of the 
New York Society for the Relief of the Widows 
and Orphans of Medical Men, was held on the 
30th ult. The following gentlemen were 
elected cfficers for the ensuing year: Presi- 
dent, Dr. James Anderson ; Vice Presidents, 
Drs. H. D. Bulkley, G. Cammann, and W. 
Detmold ; Treasurer, Dr. D. L. Beadle; Man- 
agers, Drs. Wood, Delafield, Whites, Crane, 
Port, Woodward and Hubbard. 
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A Clinic of Diseases of Children has been 
established at the Ifospital for Sick Children, 
in London, by Drs. West, Jenner, and Athol 
Johnston. 

In this respect the clinical teaching in this 
country is very deficient. 


A Tlospital for Paralytic Diseases is pro- 
posed to be established in London. It is gaid 
that ten thousund people die annually of 
paralysis in England and Wales. Such an 
institutidf may do much good by presenting 
an opportunity to medical men for studyin 
that specialty, but it is probable that it would, 
for the most part, become but an asylum for 
incurables. 


A Medical Badge—A medical journal 
advocates the wearing of some peculiar ap. 
parel, or peculiar article of dress, by physi- 
cians as a badge of their calling, and suggests 
the wearing the beard long, as a distinguishing 
mark of the fraternity. 

We would suggest, for those who are very 
anxious to be always recognised as physicians 
by their appearance, that the length of their 
ears should be a sufficient mark. 


Subterranean Fire in Belyium.—The 
Union, of Charlero, in Belgium, says: “ For 
some days, and especially for some nights past, 
flames of a bluish color are to be seen in the 
neighborhood of the village of Falisole, and 
they leave after them a strong sulphurous 
smell. They come from the bed of coal called 
the Grande Masse, which has been burning 
under ground for about forty years, in spite of 
all efforts to extinguish or check the conflagra- 
tion. The soil above the Grande Masse con- 
tains numerous crevices, from which puffs of 
heat often come ; the crops on it ripen twoor 
three weeks soouer than on other land, and in 
winter the snow always melts; whilst from an 
abandoned well, smoke continually arises. 
This subterranean fire, the only one which 
exists in Belgium, is said to have been wilfully 
occasioned by some of the inhabitants of Fall- 
sole, as an act of spite to” other inhabitants of 
the village for having extracted more coal than 
the former thought right—the pit being com- 
mon property.” 


Dr. Radcliffe replied to King William on 
being asked his opinion in regard to an infirm 
ty which had attacked his legs,—‘I would 
not have your Majesty’s two legs for your three 
kingdoms.” 
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The Explosion on the Great Eastern illus- 
trated the immediate effect of intense scalding 
by steam. The London Times says, that for 
a few minutes the injured men were able to 
walk about, apparently unhurt, though in fact 
mortally injured beyond all hope of recovery. 
This was so with one or two, who, as they 
emerged from below, walked aft with that in- 
describable expression in their faces only re- 
sembling intense astonishment ; and a certain 
faltering of the gait and movements like one 
who walks in his sleep. When not begrimed 
by the smoke or ashes, the peculiar bright, 
soft whiteness of the face, hands or breast, 
told at once that the skin, though unbroken, 
bad, in fact, been boiled by the steam. One 
man walked along with the movement and 
look described, and seemed quite unconscious 
that the flesh of his thighs (most probably by 
the ashes in the furnace) was burnt in deep 
holes. To some one who came to his assist- 
ance, he said, quietly : “I am all right, there 
are others worse than me ; go look after them.” 
The poor man was the first to die. He ex- 
pired quietly, as if falling into a refreshing 
sleep. 


The physicians and surgeons of Guy’s Hos- 
pital, London, have awarded the Astley Cooper 
prize of £300 to Dr. Crisp, of Parliament 
street, Westminster, for his essay on ‘ The 
Structure and use of the Thyroid Gland.” 


Obstetrical Society of London —Dr. C. D. 
Meigs, Professor of Obstetrics in the Jefferson 
Medical College, and Dr. Walter Channing, 
Professor of Obstetrics in the University of 
Cambridge, have been proposed, by the coun- 
cil, for the fellowship in the Obstetrical So- 
ciety of London. At the same time other 
distinguished names in obstetrics, with which 
all are familiar, were offered, such as Simpson, 
Moreau, Sicbold, Dubois, Scanzoni and 
Churchill. 


The New French Disinfecting Powder, con- 
sisting of plaster of Paris and coal tar, of which 
we gave recently an account, has been effec- 
tively used in this city. Dr. Kline reports its 
application in a case of carcinoma, in which 
the discharge was so fetid as to be intolerable 


to the attendants of the patient. The fetor 
was immediately destroyed. It has also been 
used with advantage in sloughing ulcers, by 
Dr. Agnew, in the Philadelphia Hospital. 
The disinfecting powder may be had at Has- 
sard & Co’s, 12th and Chestnut streets. 


NEWS AND MISCELLANY. 
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The Present Population of Philadelphia.— 
If we needed any other evidence of the great 
growth of Philadelphia, than the extent of 
ground which has been covered with houses 
since the last census, we shall] find it in the 
fact just revealed by the labor of Mr. Cohen, 
in making up the City Directory of Philadel- 
phia. He bas gone sufficiently far into that 
work to show that the population of Philadel- 
phia at the present time is 680,000 persons— 
an increase of 271,238 persons since the last 
census, taken nine years ago, or about 66 1-3 
per cent. The increase for the previous ten 
years was 38 34 percent. The increase of 
population, therefore, has been eight per cent. 
greater in the last nine years than it was in 
the previous ten. Philadelphia, with the ex- 
ception of London and Paris, has a population 
larger, perhaps, than any other European city. 
It has 135,000 more inhabitants than New 
York had at the last census—545,000 ; though 
that city, like Philadelphia, has largely in- 
creased its population since that time, and pro- 
bably numbers 750,000 at this time. The 
large increase in the population of Philadel- 
phia is doubtless owing to the spread of its 
manufacturing. No city in the Union is more 
largely and variously engaged in this branch 
of productive industry. This, with the vast 
mineral resources of the State, developed by 
Philadelphia capital, is the great source of its 
prosperity and its wealth, and is making 
Philadelphia, not only the most populous, but 
the most beautiful city in America.—Ledger. 


It is said that abortion in cows has been 
frequently produced by feeding on ergotized 
grass-seed. . . . Fossil shell fish, resembling 
lobsters, have been found, which were over six 
feet in length. . . . The heat produced in the 
body of a healthy man, in the course of twenty- 
four hours, if it could be applied, would be 
sufficient to raise about seven thousand tons 
to the height of one foot. . . .. lt iscaleulated 
that in all Kurope the male population would, 
judging from the births, surpass the female by 
four millions, if this exeess was not daily coun- 
teracted by the numerous accidents to which 
the males are exposed, and which materially 
diminish their numbers. . . . The relics of 
the Franklin expedition are on exhibition in 
London. . . . Louis Napvleon is, it is said, 
suffering from paroxysms of a nervous disease 
which it is thought will eventually induce in- 
sanity. .. . The artesian well at Cdlumbas, 
Ohio, has reached a depth of 2,800 féet— the 
deepest in the world. 4 
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The most Antique Work on Materia Medica. 
—Mr. E. 8S. Wayne gives in the Druggist, 
the following account of an ancient volume, 
which he found among some old medical 
works, ‘The volume has no title page, unless 
the heading of the first chapter, which reads 
as follows, is intended for it: ‘Here begyonyth 
a vewe mater; the whiche sheweth and treat- 
eth of ye vertues proprytes of herbes, the 
whiche is called an herball. 

Cum gratia et privilegio 
a rege indulto.” 

The imprint at the end of the volume :— 

‘“‘Imprynted by me Richarde Banckes, 
dwellynge in London, a lytel fro ye Stockes 
in ye Pultry ye xxv day of Marche, The yere 
of our Lorde M.CCUCC & XXV.” 

The volume is printed in the old English 
black letter, and from the peculiarity of the 
spelling and obsolete words, the reading of it 
understandingly is at first difficult. 

This work is, I believe, a much earlier one 
than any mentioned by Pereira in his histori- 
cal table of materia medica; the earliest Kng- 
lish treatise he meutions in it is dated 1550— 
the date of this 1525. He, however, men- 
tions an herbal previous to 1550, the title of 
of which is given, but no date to it. 

The medicinal classification of the sub- 
stances mentioned is that of Galen, namely, 
into the hot, cold, and dry, in the first, second, 
third and fourth degrees. The following are 
some extracts from the volume. 

Auetum. (Dill.)—This herbe auetum, that 
men call auete ; otherwise Dyll. This herbe 
hathe leues lyke to fenell, but the sede is some 
dele brode as Drage seede is. ‘The vertue of 
this herbe is thus, it wyll make a man pysse. 
Also it swageth romblynge in a mans wombe, 
and wycked wyndes in the wombe. Also it 
destroyeth the gerynge. ‘The sede of this 
herbe brente and layde upon a wounde it heleth 
soone; and namely, if a man be scalded on his 
membres, or on his yarde, strawe the powder 
thereon and it shal be hole, or what maner 
euyl] that riseth in a mans yarde it shal be 
hole in the same maner. A playster made 
with the same powder and shepes talow and 
blacke sope is good for the emerauds. This 
herbe is hot and dry. : 

Anisum. (Anise )—This herbe is called 
Anyse. The vertue of this herbe is thus, It 
unbyndeth the stoppynge of the lyuer, and of 
wycked wyndes and of great humours, and 
uncloseth the mylte: Also it styreth to a man 
to make water and to swete. Also this herbe 
maketh a mans wombe laxatyve, if it be harde ; 
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and the sede must be parched or roasted in all 
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mener medycynes, that it wyll worke’ye rather, 
This herbe is hote and dry. 

Bete. (Cumin.)—This herbe Bete is called 
Comyn. And ther be two spyces thereof ag 
Diastolides sayeth. The one is whyte, the 
other is blacke. The vertue of this herbe js 
thus, If the joyce thereof be put in the noseth. 
rylles of a man, it clenseth a mans heed, Also 
it aswageth the akynge cf the eyes of euery 
persone. It clenseth the heed from nyttes, 
and some other vermyne. Also it repareth 
and amendeth a manes heere of his heed. Also 
this herbe destroyeth botches and byles. Also 
Diastolides sayeth if a man use ouer moch of 
this herbe that it nourryssheth wycked hu. 
moures in a man, for it is hot and dry. 

Cituca. (Conium )—This herbe is called 
Humlocke or herbe Benct. The vertue of 
this herbe is thus. The joyce of this herbe 
kepeth a maydens teets small. Also this 
herbe ofte dronke kepeth and destroyeth the 
great appetyte cf leechery. Also the joyce 
tempered with swynes greece destroyeth ye 
hote potagre, and swageth the great swellynge; 
for it is colde and dry. 

Coriandrum.—This herbe is called Coly- 
andre. The vertue of this herbe is thus. If 
the joyce be dronken with hony it wyll flee 
wormes in maunes body; and hardeth a 
mannes wombe. The sede thereof is good to 
do awaye the feuers that come the third day, 

Elleborus Albus. (White Hellebore.)—This 
is pelletour of Spayne, or Lungeworte. This 
herbe hath leues moche lyke to Pedelyon, but 
they be not so much fiytte without, aud it hath 
a flower as it were a parsnep. His vertue is 
yf it be put in the nosethrylles of a man it 
wylle make hym to snese. Also it heleth 
scabbes, the morfew and tetters. Also it 
purgeth a man of wycked colours, of the flewme, 
and of ye emerawdes. Also for ye toth ache 
it is guod if it be sothen in wine and keepe it 
as hote as he may suffre in his mouth. And 
it is good to purge a mannes stomake and his 
wombe. Also the powder thereof put in gruell 
shall flee wormes, and the joyce medied with 
mylke shall flee flyes. It is hot and dry. 

Elleborus Niger. (Black Hellebore )—This 
is called Pedelyon. His leues be moche lyke 
to longe worte, but they be not so whyte, and 
it hathe a brode flowre and a black rote. _ Lis 
vertue is yf it be made in powder it wyll de- 
stroy and flee rattes. And this herbe is hot 
and drye. 

Herba Joannis. (Hypericum P.)—This is 
called Saynt Johannes worte. The vertue of 
it is thus. If it be putte in a mannes howse, 
there shall come no wycked spyryte therein. 
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The Kane Monument.—Public lectures are 
being given in New York for the purpose of 
raising funds for the Kane Monument Asso- 
ciation. 


Leave of absence for three months has been 
nted to Assistant Surgeon R. F. Simpson, 
Medical Department. 
o-_—— 


Go Correspondents. 


Dr. W. K., Tennessee, is anxious for advice from readers ot this 
journal, as to an effective treatment for a case of long suffering 
from ascarides, in which a great variety of treatment has failed. 

The very latest remedies which we have noticed are the intro- 
duction of a little mercurial ointment into the rectum, and the 
recommendation as infallible, by a recent writer in the Medical 
Times and Gazette, of common salt and vegetable charcoal, to be 
taken on rising every morning for some time. 


E. S., Indiana.—Fractures of the shaft of the femur are treated 
in the hospitals of this city with the long straight splint—Phy- 
sick’s modification of Desault’s apparatus. 


G, Alabama.—The anatomical rooms in this city remain open 
during almost the entire year, and special courses of lectures 
are given during the spring and fall on a great ftriety of medi- 
cal subjects. 


A. B.. Maryland.—Monsel’s persulphate of iron is a reliable 
hemostatic. It may be applied to a bleeding surface, producing 
little irritation, or administered internally in from three to five 
grain doses, 


Provincial.—There is probably less competition for practice in 
the suburbs of the city than in the more central localities, but 
the practice there would be less profitable in proportion to its 
amount, and for other reasons less attractive. 

A physician in a populous city may not have more practice in 
his immediate vicinity than in neighborhoods more remote. He 
is generally employed by families from choice, not from prox- 
imity of residence, 


Communications Recetvep.—ZJllinois, Mr. J. Hulme, Dr. N. F. 
Prentiss, (with encl.)—Jndiana, Dr. W. Dickey, (with encl.)— 
Dr. L. D. Personette—Jowa, Dr. W.Gutch(with encl.)—Kansas, 
Dr. W. Fisher, (with encl.)--Kentucky, Dr. J. D. Jackson, (with 
encl.)}—Maryland, Dr. J. Sappington, (with encl.)—New Jersey, 
Dr. A. W. Woodhull—New York, Dr. W. G. Meacham, Dr. J. 
Fiske Rogers, (with encl.)}—Oregon, Dr. James W. McAfee, (with 
encl.}—Pennsylvania, Dr. Abraham Stout, (with encl.,) Dr. R. 
8. Myers, Dr. H. L. Donnelly, Dr. G@. W. C. James, (with encl.,) 
Dr. J. H. Keeler, Dr. J. K. Raub, (with encl.) 


Office Fayments.—Mr. C. L. Stoddart, Dr. H. W. Briuton, Mr. 
D. W. Kolbé, Mr. H. D. Lachenour, Dr._E. Peace, Dr. W. E. 
Weatherley. 

0 


MARRIAGES. 


Garretson—Crart—At the residence of George Craft, Glou- 
cester county, N. J., on Fifth day, the 10th ult., after the man- 
ner of the Society of Friends, Dr. James E. Garretson, of Phila- 
a 

t. 

Gutick—-Horton—In Cranberry, N.J., Nov. 23d, by Rev. Dr. 
Symmes, Geo. Horton, Jr.,"of New York city, to Mary, eldest 
daughter of Dr. 8. Gulick, of the former place. 


Woopavtt—Eiis—At Freehold, N. J., on the 22d inst., by 
Rev. Mr. Collier, Dr. Addison W. Woodhull and Emma §., daugh- 
ter of Daniel H. Ellis, Esq-, of that place. 
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NOW READY. 
THE PHYSICIAN’S HAND-BOOK 


OF PRACTICE 


FOR 1860. 


BY 

WILLIAM ELMER, M. D. 
AND 

LOUIS ELSBERG, M. D. 


This little Manual contains the conveniences of 
A DIARY; 
A VISITING UIST, 


A POCKET ACCOUNT BOOK, 


A CLASSIFIED LIST OF DISEASES, 
AND 
A VERY COMPLETE LIST OF REMEDIAL AGENTS, 


in a compass so small as to be readily carricd in the pocket. 
The profession will find it in all respects the most complete 
work of the surt published. 


OPINION OF WILLARD PARKER, M. D. 


Professor of Surgery in the N. F. Cillegs of Eiysictans and 


“Tt certainly contains more of that kind of information an 
every day practitioner requires than any thing of the kind with 
which I am acquainted. 

“TI will call the attention to the arrangement for the record 
of important cases. Every man requires something of the 
kind, 


OPINION OF VALENTINE MOTT, M. D. 


“ I regard it as a very valuable work for physicians, and the 
best thing of the kind I have seen.” 


Bound in Morocco, gilt edged, pocket-book form, price $1 25, 
mailed free of postage on receipt of price. 
Published by 
W. A. TOWNSEND & CO., 
46 Walker Street, New York. 


And for sale by J. B. LIPPINCOTT & CO., Philadelphia, and 
by booksellers generally. 162 





ADVERTISEMENTS 


J. M. MIGEOD, 


MANUFACTURER OF 


MEDICAL SADDLE BAGS, MEDICINE TRUNKS, &e. 
No. 27 South Eighth St., Second Story, 
Entrance on JAYNE ST., (formerly Lodge Alley,) 
PHILADELPHIA. 





No.1, containing 12 1 oz. Ground Stop. Bottles and 
12 OZ. “ 6“ 


“ 
“ 
“c 
“ 


No. 2, containing 10 T os. 
10 % oz 


No. 3, containing 8 1 oz. 
* ¥ 8 % oz. 


Box Pattern, with Trays to Lift Out. 
containing 24 1 oz. Ground Stop. Bottles, 
“ 20 oz. “6 “ 

16-1 02. 
Pattern with Drawers in Ends. 
No.7, containing 24 1 oz. Ground Stop. Bottles, 
No. 8 “ 20 1 5 oe “ 

No. 9, 16 1 oz. 
Flat Top Medicine Trunks, made of Russet Bridle Leather. 


No.1, containing 27 1 oz. Ground Stop. Bottles, 
“ “ 6 


18 4% oz. - 
“« 4 Pots, “ec “ 
ity “ 1 Mortar, “ “ 
No. 2, containing 21 1 oz. Ground Stop. Bottles, 
“ ct 14 % oz. “ “s 
4 


No. 4, 
No. 5, 
No. 6, “ “ “ 


“ “ “ 


o and 


$19 00 


Mortar, “ bed 
oz. Ground Stop. Bottles, 
“ an 


“ 


“c “ 
“ “ 


1 
No. 8, containing 18 1 
“ “ 10 A oz. 
“ “ 4 Po! “ “ 
No. 4, containing 2013402. Ground Stop. Bottles and 
“ “ 2 “ “ $8 50 
No. 5, containing 15 1 oz. Ground Stop. Bottles, $6 50 
Round Top Medicine Trunk, Made of Russet Bridle Leather. 
No.1, containing 911402. Groand Stop. Bottles, 
it “ 18 1 oz. “ “ 
18.4% 02. bad 
vet 4 “ P 
« 1 Mortar, “ « 
No.2, containing 7 111402. Ground Stop. Bottles, 
14 1 of. “ S 


and 
$15 50 


$12 00 


“ 
“ 


“ 
and 


$20 00 


“ 
and 
and Stop. Bottles, 
OZ. “ “ 
Pots, “* “ 


“ 
“ 
“ $16 50 
N 
$18 00 
126y 


rs 

LEG& A 
z STUDIO : 
Sei gat 


HE PATENT HAND AND ARM are now made 50 as to 
imitate nature very perfectly in appearance and motion, 


THE PATENT LEG has been in use 12 and the in- 
ventor has received (over all nein) fifty most honorary 
awards from distinguished scientific ties in the principal 
cities of the world; among which awards are the great Mzpais 
of the WorLp’s Exuisition in Lonpon and New York. Nearly 
3,000 limbs in daily use, and an increasing patronage, indicate 
the satisfaction PaLmer’s Patents have given. 


PuILapELpPalA, Dec. 14th, 1858. 


My Dear Sm:—I am really very much gratified to find that 
your ingenuity and perseverance have at length accomplished 
what the profession has so long waited for in vain—a useful Ar 
tificial Hand and Arm. The models you showed me the other 
day appear to accomplish every indication, and are worthy com- 
panions to your “ Artificial Legs.” After many years 
observation of the working of the latter, I am compelled to re- 
peat, what I have already expressed in writing, that neither 
in Europe nor America is there an instrument of the kind, in 
my judgment at least, worthy of comparison with them. 


Trusting that you will continue your efforts to relieve your 
fellow creatures, I very sincerely yours, 
° Tgomas D. Mutter, 
Emeritus Prof. of Surg. in the Jefferson Med. Col., Phila, 
B. Frank Paumer, EsqQ., &c., &c. 


Pamphlets, giving full information, sent gratis to every ap- 
plicant. 


116, t. f. B. FRANK. PALMER, 





DR. MeCLENACHAN’S 
MECHANICAL SURCERY, 


NO. 60 NORTH SEVENTH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 
Where Physicians may be supplied with all kins of appli 
ances for the treatment of weaknesses and deformities, such as 


TRUSSES, 


ABDOMINAL SUPPORTERS, 


Shoulder Braces, 
LACE AND ELASTIC STOCKINGS, 


SPINAL APPARATUS, 
AND INSTRUMENTS FOR ALL DEFORMITIES. 


His long experience -in the practice of medicine and surgery 
enables him to comprehend and construct any article to meet 
the wants of physicians describing their peculiar cases. 

Having devoted the last ten years exclusively to the manufac- 
ture and application of Surgical Apparatus, he will guarantee to 
furnish such articles as have no superior in mechanical skill and 
adaptation to the cases requiring them. 120 








